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The first sound from the stage Sunday night at the Les Yeux Noirs concert in the Fawcett Center was an electrified drum rumble. This from a group that explores the aged traditions of Gypsy and klezmer music.

The point, of course, was that the band, led by two Jewish French brothers, is all about bursting boundaries while exploring musical heritages common to diverse cultures.

Eric and Olivier Slabiak blurred the lines between Gypsy and klezmer during much of the first set. The music purveyed by eastern Europe's nomadic Roma people meshed happily with Yiddish celebration music. An otherwise-Gypsy tune was graced by a melancholy, klezmer-style melody, the result of one performer's flighty acoustic fiddling and the doleful electric treatments applied to his brother's violin. The next tune, more klezmer by design, featured a fine contribution by Marian Miu on cimbalom, a hammered dulcimer common in Gypsy music.

An up-tempo, klezmer-based selection went further by adding a jazz-inspired guitar part to its James Bond-filmlike theme. The band's upcoming album provided some of the evening's material. Made entirely of original compositions, the collection puts the sound further in flux.

In the second set, a tune based on Baudelaire's poem Le Voyage balanced the French text with a Gypsy feel, and Miu offered a virtuosic display on cimbalom for a selection that bore an uncanny resemblance to the bluegrass barnburner Orange Blossom Special .

Still, the second half sorted the two root styles somewhat. The totally Gypsy scorcher Sanie Cu Zurgale offset a simple Yiddish ballad, for example.

The group's commitment to all of the music was evident, as was the technical ability of its members. The classically trained fiddlers were dazzling; Miu was educational about his instrument's potential; and Francois Perchat added a rich cello tone when he could break through.

For the brothers, though, the group is plainly a tool to find a cultural consensus in Europe's often-turbulent history.
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