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	VIEUX FARKA TOURE BAND WITH PEE WEE ELLIS

	Date : 09.07.07

	 
If you missed the Cream reunion concert, you should have been at Cheese & Grain for Vieux Farka Touré and Pee Wee Ellis playing together on Sunday night - it was jamming of the highest order.Vieux, just at the start of his international career, is the son of the legendary Malian musician Ali Farka Touré and he clearly won't be long in his father's shadow.

He is a phenomenal guitarist, combining traditional Malian trance grooves with John Coltrane-like avalanches of notes and the biting attack of blues masters like the late, great Albert King.

He sings with a smooth, resonant voice not yet worn with age and composes memorably melodic songs that serve admirably as vehicles for extended playing.

The young Farka Touré's band, playing their first and only show in the UK before departing for a long US tour, was an extraordinarily tight combination of young American bassist and drummer with a Malian percussionist and the revered lutist-guitarist Mama Cissoko.

The icing on this cake was Pee Wee Ellis, who had played with Vieux's father and has infused several African projects with the sax and horn arranging skills that made him musical director for both James Brown and Van Morrison.

It was a marriage made in heaven - which must be somewhere near Africa - with Pee Wee slotting in prototype horn parts and deep, soulful solos while Vieux commanded the stage with the presence of one far older than his 25 years.

Charley Dunlap
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