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Oreka Tx

Press

Live:

About the previous show Oreka TX band had:“Featuring not one but three txalapartas - slabs of wood or stone laid over trestles, struck vertically with cylindrical sticks - the group’s riveting sound is firmly centred around their intricate, hypnotic, cascading patterns of rhythm and melody, embellished with accordion, keyboards, vocals, alboka (cow’s-horn reeded pipe) and hand-percussion.

The result was a thrilling physical spectacle as well as an aural treat, which richly deserved its standing ovation.”

-- Sue Wilson, The Scotsman (Scotland) 2003

http://living.scotsman.com/music/Oreka-TXSwp.2399061.jp

CDs:

About the CD Nömadak TX: “Many of the instruments like the sitar, the throat singing or even the castanets are so culturally distinctive that it’s impossible to imagine how anything, particularly an ancient Basque instrument could find a way in. Yet this is never a problem, nothing feels forced, this is highly composed otherworldly world music, a true meeting of cultures, with each offering a gift, yet none emerging on top”

-- Bob Baker Fish, Cyclic Defrost Magazine (Australia)

http://www.cyclicdefrost.com/blog/?p=3015
“Regarding example of how polycultural blends can escape the trap of cultural flavourlessness when approached with care and invention”

-- Lynden Barber, Limelight Magazine (Australia)
The world music project, Nomadak Tx captures the energy of life trekking in its richest musical form. Understanding the concept of this album and fully appreciating its beautiful organic harmonies is easy. Oreka Tx traveled to Mongolia, the Sahara, India, and the Arctic Circle. Their experience with other musicians helps to give a luxuriant rhythmic feel using a traditional instrument, the txalparta, as a centerpiece. Originating from Basque Spain, it consists of wooden slats or planks. When struck, air moves through the planks to give a unique percussive vibrating sound. Like the poetic union of various folk artists for this collaboration, the txalparta requires more than a single experience; it is played by two people. Richly structured and multi-layered in artistry and musicianship, this album has a natural ability to reflect travels so amazing that each listening experience despite the different genres between each track yields a deeper appreciation, a higher plane, and a more grand societal response to music and journeys that sounds like souls touching. Slide guitars, mandolin, banjo, clarinet, lute, strings and a whole host of many other different instruments swim against the vibrato of the txalparta along with double bass and drums. The journey in each song is captured at length in every second. Nomadak Tx seems to capture life experiences not only in palpable hopes but through a spiritually touching encounter.

Chanda Jones

http://www.shortandsweetnyc.com/2009/04/music-reviews-great-northern-marq-spekt.html
Film:

“The music does the talking in "Nomadak Tx," an exhilarating, feverishly globe-hopping doc that follows Basque musical duo Oreka Tx as they seek out fellow artists in far-flung nomadic societies. Very possibly the Next Big Thing for world music mavens and hipster armchair travelers alike, pic confidently relies on images and rhythms to demonstrate how small the world can be.”

--Robert Koehler, Variety Magazine  (USA)

http://www.variety.com/review/VE1117933318.html?categoryid=31&cs=1
“This exhilarating travelogue restores a rightful sense of vitality and wonder to the communicative power of rhythm. Embracing the specific as much as the global, the film finds a sturdy metaphor for its communitarian spirit in the txalaparta, a Basque drum-cum-xylophone of mounted planks that takes two to play and is ideally made from whatever materials are at hand.”

--Andy Markowitz, Prague Daily Monitor  (Czech Republic)
“Harkaitz and Igor began their txalaparta duo in the late 1990s, and rose to some prominence with the popularity of their collaborations with Kepa Junkera, the diatonic accordion whiz from Bilbao. On Nömadak Tx (they) visit with nomad musicians in a variety of countries.... The result is an unforgettable visual and musical experience, somewhere between Baraka, Latcho Drom and Buena Vista Social Club.”

-- David Cox, Rootsworld.com
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