[image: image1.png]Ehe New JJork Times




Arts Beat

The Culture at Large
From India, the Manganiyars Offer a Spontaneous Song
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Richard Termine for The New York Times 
Musicians from Rajasthan, India, led by Daevo Khan, at the Rose Theater.

Performers burst their boundaries Tuesday night at Lincoln Center.

Using the title “White Light,” programmers organized what they called a festival: a series of performances around a theme (spirituality) in a set period of time (Oct. 28 to Nov. 23) accompanied by talks and gatherings. Notable among the gatherings were post-performance mixers at the cafe at Alice Tully Hall, which did not always seem that festive.

But on Tuesday night, after the White Light Festival closed with a showing of the “The Manganiyar Seduction,” the word “festive”  seemed very appropriate. The Manganiyars are a caste of singers and instrumentalists from Rajasthan state in northern India. The show is a theatrical presentation of their ecstatic music-making, mixing Muslim and Hindu traditions, with the 36 performers stationed in boxes laid out in a vertical grid, nine boxes across, four high.

On Tuesday evening they came out of their boxes to mingle with patrons at the Tully’s cafe. They wore traditional pajamalike clothing and a variety of turban styles. Many had earrings and quite impressive mustaches. They sipped from bottles of Heineken and nodded and smiled at audience members and chatted as best they could, with limited English.

Then the performers gathered in front of Jane Moss, the festival’s organizer and the vice president of programming at Lincoln Center, for a robust serenade, thrusting their hands out in time with the music. Patrons grouped around, grinned and took photographs.

It was a spontaneous moment of music-making and a wonderful, striking contrast with the carefully organized, marketed and publicized world of Lincoln Center.
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