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Mamadou Diabate was born in Mali in 1975 to family of griots – or jelis – performers who consider it an ancestral duty to preserve memories of the past through music, song and oratory. With a father who played kora – the long-necked, 21-string Mande harp of West Africa – in the Instrumental Ensemble of Mali, Mamadou began performing on the instrument at a very early age.

After performing in the U.S. with the Instrumental Ensemble of Mali, Mamadou emigrated to this country. He currently resides in Durham, North Carolina with his wife and son, not only accompanying star musicians from Mali such as Angelique Kidjo, but also collaborating with first-class jazz and blues musicians including Eric Bibb.

Mamadou Diabate’s second solo album, the Grammy-nominated Behmanka, is titled for a song his blind grandfather taught him. The CD features Mamadou’s unique modern take on traditional melodies. Favoring the silaba major tuning to the modal tuning used by many kora players, he performs in the unusual key of D major. The songs are repetitive, hypnotic in a manner that bring to mind the sitar playing of Indian masters. Equally mesmerizing is the sound of the instrument, with its somewhat muted, silvery top and resonant body. Mamadou Diabete’s fluency is a thing of wonder. 



  Eye for Talent, Inc.


                    The Best in World Music














PO Box 280786, San Francisco, CA 94128

(650)654-1790     fax (650)585-6810     e-mail:  support@eyefortalent.com

