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Smithsonian captures Los Texmaniacs' sound
By Hector Saldaña - Express-News 
Web Posted: 02/07/2009 12:00 CST
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Max Baca (left) on bajo sexto and David Farias on accordion lead Los TexManiacs in a recording for Smithsonian Folkways. COURTESY PHOTO 

  

When Smithsonian Folkways Recordings director and curator Daniel Sheehy thinks about the future, he meansthe future. 

“We're talking 20, 30, 100 years from now,” said Sheehy, who came to town to produce an album and mini-documentary of traditional conjunto music by Los TexManiacs, featuring Max Baca and David Farias, for the revered Smithsonian Institution record label.

“These guys are the Woodie Guthries of the future.”

That's enough to make the hairs stand up on the back of Baca's neck. No small feat for a bajo sexto star who has recorded with the Rolling Stones and Texas Tornados and graced Grammy-winning albums.

Baca contemplated Smithsonian-style immortality during a break at Blue Cat Studios on Thursday. The session yielded 16 songs for the $60,000 project.

“I have a grandson now, Carlitos Max Baca,” said Baca proudly. “And one day, when we're all gone, he can see grandpa in the archives and see grandpa's music.”

Was he nervous with cameras rolling? “Nah, it feels like we're just at abaile.”

Studio owner and record producer Joe Treviño was thrilled that Smithsonian Folkways was in the house at his near-South Side facility.

“It's incredible, man,” said Treviño. “They're recording traditional conjunto standards from way back, but with a twist, really pushing the envelope.”

“We're going from conjunto to rock 'n' roll,” added accordionist Farias, noting that Flaco Jimenez is tRounding out the recording sessions were bassist Oscar Garcia and drummer Lorenzo Martinez. 

Behind the recording console, Smithsonian Folkways sound engineer Pete Reiniger grooved to the sounds. “The vibe is great,” said Reiniger. Video producer Charlie Weber agreed. His job, he said, was “keying into the culture.”
The late Moses Asch founded Folkway Records in 1948, and the Smithsonian Institution acquired the recording label, dedicated to preserving cultural music, in 1987.

Los TexManiacs' recording is part of the “Musica Del Pueblo” series.

Producer Sheehy's enthusiasm for the project is genuine, no doubt tracing its roots to the days when, as a young man, he was a trumpet-playing mariachi in Bakersfield, Calif.

“They go way beyond conjunto, but their mastery of traditional forms is perfect,” said Sheehy. “We should have started 20 years ago to build on Latino culture. It's soon going to be the cornerstone of American culture.”

The album bodes well for Los TexManiacs. Two Smithsonian Folkways projects are up for Grammy Awards on Sunday in the regional Mexican and Cajun music categories.
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CD review: Los Texmaniacs “Borders y Bailes”
By Michael Corcoran | Friday, February 26, 2010, 11:46 AM 
Los Texmaniacs “Borders y Bailes” (Smithsonian Folkways) Grade: A
A newcomer to regional Mexican music once asked the late, great Keith Ferguson (Fabulous Thunderbirds) to recommend some conjunto tejano music. “If the picture on the album cover has some Mexican guys and one of them is holding an accordion,” Ferguson said, “that’s the good stuff.”
But some conjunto bands are better than others, and Los Texmaniacs of San Antonio are probably the best one out there today. Led by Flaco Jimenez’s longtime bajo sexto player Max Baca Jr., Los Tex puts some drive in their polkas, boleros and rancheras, while staying true to the music of the pioneers. 
While some of the traditional songs on “B y B” may sound formulaic, there are some twists to the quartet’s interpretation- some rock riff guitars here, some fluttery, staccato rhythms there- that keeps the music fresh. 
The adventurous instrumental “Huapango,” with its complex rhythmic changes and David Farias’ (Tropa F) jazzy squeezebox fills, sounds like it was recorded with Steve Jordan in the room. The Smithsonian logo on the LP’s back cover, meanwhile, speaks for the band’s authenticity.
Keith Ferguson is no longer around, but I’m here to tell you that Los Texmaniacs new album is the good stuff. Play it in your car and whatever you’re driving turns into an old Chevy. 
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