
[image: image1.png]



REVIEWS – Julia Sarr & Patrice Larose 

Set Luna on Sunnyside/No Format Records

Released Jan. 31, 2006

From “Women Break Musical Divide”

Newsday  4/2/06

Senegal's Julia Sarr arrived on U.S. shores in a big way last year, debuting at Carnegie Hall as part of Youssou N'Dour's series there. Though Sarr has been a backup singer for African artists, her debut is without precedent. She collaborated with French flamenco guitarist Patrice Larose to create "Set Luna" (Sunnyside), which drew equally from their respective cultures, ultimately meeting in a newly discovered middle ground.
One can point to the Islamic influence in flamenco and Senegal, but "Set Luna" is really a unique collaboration between two well-matched musicians. Sarr's microtonal flourishes are perfect emotional counterpoints to Larose's fluid, romantic playing. They are in the "nuevo flamenco" camp, where passion is more subdued and a gentler sound eclipses the raw emotion of traditional flamenco.
Jazz Times  5/1/06


 If you need proof that friction leads to flame, look no further than the blazing union of Senegalese-French mezzo-soprano Julia Sarr and flamenco-inspired guitarist Patrice Larose. Working backward along the path followed by most emerging artists, Sarr and Larose made one of their earliest combined appearances at Carnegie Hall, as a corner- stone of Youssou N'Dours October 2005 celebration of "The Fresh Face of African Music." Now Sarr, performing in her native Wolof, and Larose have made their individual and shared recording debut with an album that replicates the raw, uninhibited energy of their live shows. The ability of each to fire the other's imagination (as cowriters and intertwined musical forces) is laid bare in a dozen different ways, from the warm, familial embrace of "Nimala Djure" and simmering romantic anticipation of "Yow Lai Xar" to the sanity- testing blast of "Yobuma." But their shared heat reaches maximum intensity when fueled by N'Dour as he lends his voice to the deeply introspective title track. The lyric talks of the invisibility that ensues when one moves from the familiar to the a heartfelt yet ironic sentiment for such skilled musical cross-culturists. JT
Washington Post  2/3/06

Although [Julia] Sarr is no screamer, her delivery is earthy and occasionally even raucous. Singing with Senegalese superstar Youssou N'Dour on "Set Luna Djamonodji," Sarr croons so gently that you'd never guess that the lyrics -- in Wolof, her ancestral language -- are about the pitfalls of the expatriate life: "If you leave your land to go conquer another/You might change, and you might lose yourself." Such doubts don't infiltrate her singing, which is vibrant and assured. From the sultry "Namana" to the exuberant "Nimala Djure," Sarr always sounds as if she knows exactly who and where she is. 

- Mark Jenkins 

Billboard   1/30/06

Senegalese vocalist Julia Sarr and French flamenco guitarist Patrice Larose offer an easy-to-enjoy collaboration on "Set Luna." Sarr has a lovely, expressive voice, and there seems to be no end to the subtlety of her interpretive gift. Both artists profit from contributions by guitarist Ricardo Garcia and percussionists Taffa Cissé and Mino Cinelu. Also note the formidable Youssou N'Dour's vocal on "Set Luna Djamonodjî." "Set Luna" is an enchanting mélange of vocal, percussion and string textures that spin out in 12 pleasingly unpredictable tunes. Shades of Al-Andalus, Wolof tradition, jazz and Euro ballads are drawn into these tracks and, by some astute alchemy, become beautiful music. 

-Philip Van Vleck

Phoenix New Times   2/2/06

Of all recent cross-cultural collaborations, the pairing of Senegalese vocalist Julia Sarr and French flamenco guitarist Patrice Larose proves to be one of the most refreshing. Sarr, who cut her teeth singing backup for Malian singer Lokua Kanza and Senegalese superstar Youssou N'Dour, jumps into the lead role like she was born to be there. Her lyrics remain typical of African folk forms -- creation, roots, lullabies -- though her style blends into Larose's Spanish-influenced idioms superbly. Jazzy undertones come alive on "Waruna" and "Flor de Mi Secreto"; the pair is obviously comfortable in many modes. The quieter numbers are effervescent, as on the heartbreaking "Xalè Bu Ndàw" and "Set Luna Djamonodjî." The latter features mbalax innovator N'Dour, also the man responsible for bringing this duo to large audiences. Larose's patient, skilled temperament shines on the upbeat "Guem," the African percussion filling out his sparse Malian-based chords. Being both artists' debut as lead musicians, Set Luna is a welcome introduction to a promising future.

-Derek Beres
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