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The third annual GlobalFest, held at the Public Theater in New York during the weekend of January 21 and 22, provided a nonstop series of world music revelations. With 13 artists—from locales as far-flung as Senegal, Russia and Brooklyn—performing in three different interconnected venues, aficionados and newbies alike could sample from the international menu or, when intrigued enough by a particular artist, stay for the full course. Each artist performed a 45-minute set, with starting times staggered 20 minutes apart to allow for room-hopping. The same lineup performed both nights.

            Among the highlights were Frank London’s Klezmer Brass All Stars, who take the Jewish-originated party music to the next level by infusing the form with a funky downtown Manhattan sensibility. The basic klezmer group was augmented by Kol Isha, a troupe of Hasidic women vocalists, and Maracatú New York, a percussion ensemble that took its cues from Brazilian Carnivale drummes.

            Frenchman Juan Carmona, a virtuosic flamenco guitarist, started off solo, a fireball on his instrument, before bringing on his band, which expounded on the themes Carmona introduced on his own. A lone male dancer tapped rhythms and provided the link to the more traditional flamenco components.

    

            Other artists at GlobalFest included Brazilian DJ Dolores; the popular Louisiana Cajun band Steve Riley and the Mamou Playboys; and three acts with a French twist to them: the folky Keren Ann; te Cuban-influenced Las Ondas Marteles (who trimmed down to a duo due to a MIA guitarist); and Roxane Butterfly’s Worldbeats, who seamlessly combined spoken word, dance and flamenco.
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