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David Greely
Sud de Sud

(Give and Go)

01 December 2009 — by Dan Willging 

Offbeat Magazine – New Orleans
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The Mamou Playboys’ David Greely reminds us of the fiddle’s forgotten legacy in Cajun music with this off-the-beaten-path collection of fiddle and other eclectic tunes that have recently come in touch with their “fiddle” side. A good portion of this is traditionally rooted, drawing heavily from the canons of Dennis McGee, Varise Connor and Wade Frugé. In the spirit of McGee and lifelong duet partner Sady Courville, Greely enlists fiddlers such as Gina Forsyth, Joel Savoy and others in duets that are consistently intricate and impassioned. Greely takes the first lead but then generously swaps leads with his partner, which subtly shades the texture and mood of the piece. Additionally, he encompasses a few of the forgotten styles of Cajun music, including cotillions and polkas.
But as much as Sud de Sud is rooted in tradition, there’s also a welcome degree of progressive interpretation and hauntingly gorgeous originals. Two songs feature Linda Handelsman’s chord- outlining piano playing, allowing Greely to be unencumbered in his breathtaking expression. “Paul Junius Malveaux’s Tune” was adapted from a harmonica tune culled from the Lomax Archives and features an unobtrusive Brazilian hand drum as its only accompaniment. On McGee’s “Cotillion,” Greely ingeniously segues into his own composition, “Chatagnier,” with no discernible break in melody. There’s even a multi-layered string concerto (“Fantaisie Au Vermilion”)—a glorious departure arrangement- wise—that was composed by son Gustave, a Hollywood film composer. The fiddle’s role in Cajun music may have changed since the German accordion was introduced in the 19th Century, but relative to this domain, it still reigns.
http://www.offbeat.com/2009/12/01/david-greely-sud-de-sud-give-and-go/ 

Review: David Greely – Sud du Sud – 2009

Times of Acadiana 

GIVE THE FIDDLER SOME

David Greely of Steve Riley & The Mamou Playboys is a mad genius, magic fiddling man. Like some cultural scientist conducting precious musical experiments in a secret laboratory, his new CD, “Sud du Sud,” explores the finer elements of Cajun and Creole music — the subtleties of which would easily get lost in the Cajun bars and dancehalls. In it he mines a cappella ballads, poetic narratives, intricate waltzes for a wealth of emotion and nuance. Filled with original compositions that go back to back with themes based on classic Cajun tunes, it’s a sophisticated journey.
— Dege Legg

Review – Sud du Sud

Cajun-Creole Music Spectator

Sep 29. 2009

http://www.cajuncreolespectator.com/?p=3 

Founding member of the Mamou Playboys fiddler David Greely hasn’t offered a solo recording since the 1992 release of La Taille des Ronces on Swallow Records. His newest project, Sud du Sud on Give and Go Records is a stunning collection of music that highlights the intricate complexities of Cajun melodies that only the fiddle can capture. Sud du Sud differs widely from any work you may have heard from David on the Mamou Playboys releases. It is quiet, subtle, intimate and playful. Sud du Sud captures the wide range of emotions of often unexplored facets of the Cajun Music repertoire: haunting waltzes, melodies borrowed from the extensive poetically rich Cajun a capella repertoire, and quick jaunting reels, cotillions and polkas.  At the same time David also draws from many influences as he introduces Cajun fiddling to styles around the world including Nordic traditional fiddling, Irish Polkas, percussion sounds from Brazilian region of Pernambuco.
A multitude of guests are highlighted: Joel Savoy, Gina Forsyth, Cedric Watson on lead and 2nd fiddles (David’s willingness to “share” the spotlight on these tunes is a true testament to his devotion to the integrity of each song”) and the innovative finger-picking harmony guitar work of Sam Broussard recalls the solid and driving backbeat of a well played t-fer rhythm.
Favorite tracks are Greely’s take “McGee’s Minor Waltz” with the harmony genius of Linda Handelsman on piano, “Kräfta” inspired by a Crawfish party with the Swedish band Väsen, and the Wade Frugé tune “Galop,” performed in four part fiddle harmony. The highlight of the album, however, is son Gustave Greely’s epic and cinematic “Fantasie au Vermilion,” an arrangement of the Lula Landry a capella song “Les filles de Vermilion.” Also worth mentioning, the packaging notes are written in both Cajun French and English, an invaluable asset to any Cajun record.

- Kristi Guillory
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