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Feufollet offers Cajun sounds
Group planning shows in Unity, Freeport 
The word "feufollet" is a Cajun term for "will-o-the-wisp" -- those mysterious lights that appear close to the ground in marshes and swamps. But there is nothing mysterious about band known as Feufollet, one of the most exciting Cajun bands in Louisiana. The group plays at the Unity Centre for the Performing Arts on June 8, and opens the L.L. Bean Summer Concert Series in Freeport on June 9.

Feufollet was formed in 1995 when accordionist-singer Chris Stafford was 8 and fiddler Chris Segura was 11. It's now 12 years later and Segura was recently reached at his home in Louisiana where he was more than happy to chat about his band, the changes they have gone through and their upcoming trip. 

Music on the Web site (www.feufollet.net) is from their most recent CD, titled "Tout un Beau Soir." 

"Some of those songs are (what the audience will hear at the show), but some of them are not quite because when we recorded that record we were in a state of transition. Four of the original members quit -- at that time it was Chris and me, and we'd just got Anna Laura (Edmiston) on board."

So the three of them, Stafford, Segura and Edmiston, got some friends to act as studio musicians and recorded the album.

"We still actually don't have a full-time drummer," he said. "We have several people and draw on them when they're around. So now we've got a new guitar player and a new bass player -- maybe not necessarily new, but they joined after that record."

With so many members moving in and out, one wondered who would be coming to Maine.

"Chris (Stafford) and I are the two original members still in the band and Anna Laura (Edmiston) came along in 2002-'03," he said. "Our drummer in Maine will be Michael, Chris Stafford's younger brother, but the lead guitar player will not be there because he's getting married two days earlier and will be going to Ireland for his honeymoon. Anna Laura plays guitar so she'll be doing that up in Maine, and we'll have Taylor Guarisco playing bass. There will be five of us instead of six."

And what folks can expect at the upcoming shows?

"It's pretty energetic," Segura said. "We're all 20-something so we try to play the music that we grew up with a certain energy, and we try to put our own spin on it while still staying true (to the music).

"I think everybody will have fun -- and might be surprised with what we bring up there."

-Lucky Clark is from Sweden, Maine. 
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