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Reviews – En Couleur

Feufollet
OFFBEAT

Dan Willging

July 1, 2010

http://www.offbeat.com/2010/07/01/feufollet-en-couleurs-feufollet/ 

Early on, the Cajun wunderkind Feufollet proved capable purveyors of the trad dancehall variety. By their third album, Tout Un Beau Soir, a self-awareness established the framework that they have built upon ever since. Granted, they can still slam it in a traditional dancehall sense, but the disc’s beauty lies within its cavernous creativity, boundless ingenuity and risk-taking experiments. A Dennis McGee standard (“Cowboy Waltz”) starts as if it originated in Appalachia. Toy pianos, glockenspiels, banjos and trumpets push aside the proverbial accordion-fiddle tandem on a tune from the Lomax Archives that’s playfully sung by Chris Stafford and Anna Laura Edmiston.

Original material plays a major role here with nine originals, including “Les Berceuse Du Vieux Voyageur,” a beautiful ballad that’s sung by Edmiston. Stafford’s “Toujours En Mouvement” replaces the accordion and fiddle with pounding pianos and whirling organs as if Elvis Costello was once a poppy Cajun.

Between tracks are brief interludes that deconstruct other tunes. Obviously, not all of this is Cajun dancehall music, but several songs, like the melodic “Les Jours Sont Longs,” could easily wend their way into the Francophone pop world. But be forewarned: unless you have satellite antennae ears, don’t expect to absorb all of this within a few superficial listens.

CREATIVE LOAFING
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http://charlotte.creativeloafing.com/gyrobase/cd_review_feufollet_s_en_coleurs/Content?oid=975889 

The Deal: Here's a highly skilled Cajun band – great vocalists, male and femme – who kick it indie style, playing multi-faceted Cajun tunes. Unusual arrangements and weird instruments – like a 1980s digital autoharp – create extra textures and mix magic. All originals, too.
The Good: Spirited, innovative Cajun music, groundbreaking, but still highly listenable and danceable. Solid, satisfying, soulful, layered, playful, it's creative yet still somewhat trad. Lots of variety here, not just two-steps and waltzes, even some experimental sounds, to boot. Gotta love the first tune "Au Fond Du Lac", with its not-too-fast beat, oddly reminding me of a Cajun cumbia. The cuts are uniformly coherent and good, astonishing in this current realm of commercial music. Special mention goes to barn burner "Si T'As Fini Avec Moi." Cut number 7, "Ouvre La Porte" has their two dueling vocalists suggesting shades of Kate McGarrigle meeting the spirit of D.L. Menard.
The Bad: It's all in French, but that gives it feeling, emotion and atmosphere. If you want the words, get a dictionary. Nevertheless, the songs most definitely work in any language.
Vedict: Energetic, expert musicians, they leave you winded with their virtuosity, panache and sheer exuberance. With their infectious Francophone take, they embody the past, present and future of Cajun music, offering an entrée (sorry) into the world of Acadian culture. Not just accordions, fiddles and guitars anymore, but with glockenspiels, piano and power chords, a new genre is born.

VIRGINIA PILOT

Eric Feber

July 13, 2010

http://hamptonroads.com/2010/07/feufollet-en-couleurs?cid=poblg
Is there such a musical sub-genre as “alt-Cajun”? There is if you’re the Lafayette, La.-based youngblood sextet Feufollet.

On this, its sophomore release, the group continues to create a fresh slant on long-time Cajun music styles infused with progressive rock leanings, squeezing original songs and traditional tunes through a 21st century musical blender.

Fiddles, lyrics rendered in Cajun-French, accordions, tapped foot rhythms and acoustic guitars clash with upfront drums, thick bass lines, rock beats and electric guitars and keyboards. The songs are enlivened by infectious melodies, shifting tones, upbeat dance-floor-filling rhythms and rock energies.

With vocals charmingly sung by Chris Stafford, Anna Laura Edmiston and Chris Segura, the band displays an anything-goes spirit coupled with an adherence to musical tradition.

For a fresh, exciting and reverential take on Cajun music, let Feufollet “couleur” your musical world.
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