




Grammy Award nomiated Cedric Watson (center) with his band Bijoux Creole performing at the State Theatre on Saturday. The performance was organized by PSU’s Institute for Art and Humanities.Asit Mishra/Collegian 

Creole music gets audience dancing

By Sarah Becks
The Daily Collegian Staff Writer
Penn State University
Audience members danced in the aisles to Creole music from southern Louisiana on Saturday night, as four-time Grammy-nominated group Cedric Watson and Bijou Creole performed.
The show — presented at the State Theatre, 130 W. College Ave. — was a part of the Institute for the Arts and Humanities’ “Cities” series, which has recently focused on New Orleans.
The night before the concert, Cedric Watson and Bijou Creole played at a venue in Louisiana and took a 6 a.m. flight to Harrisburg the next morning, driving through the wintry mix to play at the State Theatre by 8 p.m. Watson had a goal in mind when playing for the audience in central Pennsylvania. “We’re going to take y’all back to southern Louisiana,” he said.
Switching between the accordion and the fiddle, Watson and his band began the show with several upbeat songs sung in Creole. Before each song, Watson would explain the story behind either the music or the words. Songs included stories about a raven, a pig dinner and musicians with broken hearts. There were also several waltzes in the set list, including one where Watson told the story of how the sound comes from many cultures blended into one. Watson would frequently give the audience members history lessons behind the music’s Creole roots.
“The storytelling tied everything together,” Wilson (junior-agricultural sciences) said. “He had a lot of energy.”

James Moore was one of the many audience members who danced to the music.
“He put on an amazing show. He had a good attitude and personality,” Moore (freshman-film and video) said. “It’s awesome he got people dancing in the aisles.”

http://www.collegian.psu.edu/archive/2011/02/07/cedric_warson_cover.aspx 
