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     Mafalda Arnauth Biography

Born in Lisbon at 4th October of 1974, her passion for music is visible since she was very young.

Without ever aspiring to be an artist, Mafalda Arnauth, suddenly discovers her self transposed to the world of concerts, travels, rehearsals and Fado houses. Here she quickly allowed the excitement of public clapping and appreciation invades her.

With the freshness of a clear "vice less" young voice, she first captivated by her spontaneity, then by the memories always present in the voices shown with the late successful repertoire and finally by its own nature, essay, personality, revealing itself in a more characterized and truthful way.

Her first album rises inspired in this way of being full of her own compositions thanks to João Gil, her first record producer stimulation and encouragement. At the age of 24 her career begins with the "Blitz" magazine Revelation Prize wining album, having been nominated her the following year for the "Golden Globes" (Portuguese Grammy's).

In the quest of all her concerts through the world, the show shapes itself definitely and it is deeply revealed through the themes, growing her anxiety for extending even more her repertoire and with time leave more marks of her own country and culture but in her own words. In each continent she leaves a mark from her inspiring past of her leaving present and ambitious future. Over all Mafalda Arnauth wants to express herself…

But, "poor wind and poor sea, because all that it is for good, will come for bad if we don't deliver our art to the people of Portugal". No son of Portugal stays away too long from his own country. As an answer to the unexpected success of her first album Mafalda renders a concert in the land where Fado was called Fado, for the first time. One year after her first album launch and a large trip through the country and abroad stages, she sold out in Centro Cultural de Belém, Lisbon, on September 2000.

The rest happens afterwards, based in a conscious that everything else will have to be more and better. That's the demanding, the will and the hope.

But, neither the poet nor the creator sleep, therefore already in March 2001, Mafalda Arnauth edits (through EMI-Valentim de Carvalho) her second disco graphic work. This time with Amélia Muge and José Martins production, who are the directors of Ricardo Rocha (Portuguese guitar), José Elmiro Nunes (classic guitar) and Paulo Paz (double-bass).

"This voice that goes through me" is the title of her second album, edited by EMI simultaneous in Portugal and Holland, in March of 2001. It's a happy follow up who lives from partnerships and trust in the experience of who knows.

From Hélia Correia poetry to Fausto Bordalo Dias musicality, this is mainly a deep personal and artistic growing moment. After this nothing will be the same again…

Shortly after Mafalda becomes the first Portuguese artist to be internationally represented by "Virgin Records".

In October 2001 Mafalda sings her second concert in the Portuguese capital. One year after "Centro Cultural de Belém", this time she was present in Culturgest's auditorium, which sold out weeks before. This concert marked the beginning of a tour through several European capitals, of a more realized, richer and more real artist defined by her enlarged repertoire and from the growing of a non-stop work.

To promote her record she made a month pause and came back on the track in Oporto, where she presented the theme "Fado, a Nova Geração", in the frame of the Festival "Um Porto de Fado" (European capital city 2001). The artist had performed in Tivoli Theather in May 2000, with an unexpected success. It was not expected that the northern capital would wish and accept Fado so well. This time "Um Porto de Fado" at São Bento da Vitória monastery, welcomes this Lisbon born young lady, which in a mysterious way, just like Fado is, becomes her city.

2000 was a year of mixed times: concerts, tours, festivals, as a natural result of the artist projection and the golden moment of Fado.

After a short deserved resting period Mafalda rediscovers the pleasure of composing, of writing her soul and its mysteries, of inventing her own ways of "saying" life and then her "Fado" earns almost revolutionary shape of pleasure and happiness.

Assuming the production of her third album, the artist leaves fatality, disgrace and nostalgia behind. Hope is fed on sadness; inspiration on suffering; strength and courage on difficulties.

2003 will always be a graceful year for the recording of her third album. The year will finish with the satisfaction of someone who reaches a peaceful mind, only possible when one finds what one is looking for. It's in Sophia's words that the artist reviews her self and bases her present moment: "I shall drink the light and the dawn, I shall drink the voice of that promise, that sometimes like a flight that goes through me, and in that promise I will fulfil all my being".

With a renew strength and soul, Mafalda prepares her self to live and to reveal to the public her most deep "Encantamento"…
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