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Red Baraat  - Educational Programs

Red Baraat provides interactive performances for schools, festivals and corporate clients.  This program on Indian marching band music builds skills in self-expression, positive risk-taking, confidence, tolerance and openness, and listening.

Throughout the program Red Baraat creates several openings for audiences to express one's individuality through clapping, singing, and dancing, all within a safe and navigable structure.

 

Audiences will learn about and be exposed to:

*  Indian culture: instruments, rhythm, language, and geography
*  High quality art performed by some of NYC’s top musicians
*  Tolerance and the value of respecting and embracing differences
Band 

Sunny Jain – dhol

Rohin Khemani – percussion

Tomas Fujiwara – percussion

Arun Luthra – soprano sax

Mike Bomwell – tenor sax

Sonny Singh – trumpet

Mike Williams – bass trumpet

Dave Smith – trombone

John Altieri - sousaphone

This program meets all music standards for grade levels based on the New York State Education Department and can be combined with different parts of a school curriculum including  music, social studies, and language studies. 
Program Outline

( Introduce Red Baraat

The North Indian way of saying hello, Namaste.

( Perform a piece. 

( Significance of the Indian brass band.

Brief talk on the history of British colonialism that brought brass instruments to India.  The importance of marching bands at a North Indian wedding.

( Perform a piece. 

( Components of ensemble

Every musician will give a short 1-minute talk and demonstration on their instrument

( Introduce the North Indian drum, dhol. 



The indigenous drum of the state of Punjab.  Give quick demonstration.

Talk about what the sticks are made of and relate the importance of bamboo: “Strong, yet flexible, just as we need to be to improvise solutions to our problems.”

( Perform a piece.  

( Introduce Indian Rhythm and clapping

Talk about bols, syllables for North Indian drumming and teach how to recite dholki theka while clapping.  Equate bols with scatting and beat-boxing.

( Introduce the concept of improvisation.

Give the opportunity for audience participants to improvise and interact with the band through vocalization and playing percussion instruments.

( Perform a piece.  

( Introduce Bhangra 

Bhangra is synonymous with the dhol and is the folk rhythm and dance from the state of Punjab in India.  Audience will learn 2 dance steps.
( Perform piece

( Close by performing a piece and having the audience sing along.
Biography
Red Baraat brings the energy and excitement of the musical festivities found at North Indian weddings.  Comprised of dhol (double-sided, barrel shaped drum slung around the neck), percussion and horns, this NYC-based group plays traditional baraat songs, Punjabi songs, as well as classic Bollywood numbers and fresh originals.  Led by international drumming sensation, Sunny Jain, it is the first and only Indian marching band in the Northeast.

History

Baraat is Hindi for a marriage procession.  In North India, it is a tradition on the day of the wedding for the groom to travel to his bride’s home on a magnificently decorated horse, accompanied by family and friends.  Led by a dholi and/or a marching band, the live music is inseparable from this joyous celebration and naturally induces dancing and singing.  Tired of just hearing a dholi or a DJ at a baraat in the States, Jain opted to utilize the musical talents of his friends and have a 30-piece band lead his very own baraat.  After composing and arranging music for the festivities, and bringing the authenticity of what one might hear in India, Jain soon realized the need for such a band in the States.  Red Baraat has quickly become the first call band for baraats and special events.  

Sunny Jain

From the resounding hall of the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize Concert in Oslo, Norway, to the Hollywood set of Uma Thurman’s Accidental Husband, to the ecstatic masses at baraats, Sunny Jain has quickly become a top NYC-based dholi.  

Sunny Jain made his professional debut as a dholi playing in the first ever Indian Broadway show, Bombay Dreams (2004).  He has since gone on to perform with Masala Bhangra fitness guru, Sarina Jain (“The Indian Jane Fonda”), jazz legend Dewey Redman with Asha Puthli, and will make his Hollywood debut playing dhol in the upcoming movie, Accidental Husband, starring Uma Thurman, Colin Firth, Isabella Rossellini, and directed by Griffin Dunne.  Most recently, Jain closed out 2007 with a milestone performance with the famed Sufi-rock band, Junoon, at the Nobel Peace Prize Concert in Oslo, Norway.  
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