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Mokoomba: The Next Generation of Zimbabwean Hope

Bio 2009

]

Zimbabwean Band wins southern African music competition, releases debut album and will soon tour Europe! 

Exuberant youthful energy bursting with natural talent and contagious rhythm, the six young men of Mokoomba are Zimbabwe’s next generation of hope. Mokoomba’s story is one of diversity and perseverance. The group hails from the Victoria Falls region of Zimbabwe, popular for its natural beauty, the Victoria Falls (Mosi-oa-Tunya) and the world’s largest bungee jump - but not much more is generally known about the people and their culture. The region is home to the Tonga people who are one of the of the country’s minority groups. Most speak Tonga, which is not understood by the majority of the Ndebele and Shona speaking population. Despite coming from one of Zimbabwe’s smallest rural villages, singing in a language foreign to even their countrymen, Mokoomba have never been deterred from their dream of making music. 

Musically distinct, Mokoomba combines traditional and modern instruments with a rich blend of rhythms, creating a vibrant sound consisting of not only traditional Tonga music but embracing the diverse cultures of southern Africa. Their unique style largely originates from lead vocalist Mathias Muzaza. Born to Angolan and Zimbabwean parents, Mathias has spent his life travelling southern Africa, absorbing its music heritage into his repertoire. Fellow band members call him a walking, talking (but mostly singing) music library of southern Africa song, “Languages have always come naturally, I speak now speak 6” says Muzaza with a humble smile, “where ever I go I want to learn the songs of the people I meet, it gives me inspiration and joy”. 

The group was formed as Koomboka in 2001 and has today become a household name in the Victoria Falls region of Zimbabwe. In 2004 the group recorded their first album entitled “The first of Koomboka” in Harare featuring the group’s senior founder Alfred Mujimba. In August 2007 the group entered their first Music Crossroads Local Festival in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe and went on to blow audiences away at the National Festival held in Harare. 

The road to fame started in August 2008 where, at the Music Crossroads InterRegional Festival (IRF) in Lilongwe (Malawi), where their destiny was changed forever. As the Music Crossroads program is strictly for youth, the band, all under 25, decided to enter without their founder under the new guise of Mokoomba. The name Mokoomba stems from a deep respect that the Tonga people have for the Zambezi River and for the vibrant life that it brings to their music and culture. 

Competition was fierce at the IRF, with top up and coming groups from Malawi, Mozambique, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe all jostling for the top position and the chance to win a European Tour, an album recording and much more. The group’s biggest rivals turned out to be fellow countrymen, the afro-jazzers Gwarimba from Harare. The two groups gave it all and had audiences jiving from start to finish. There were certainly no need for smoke machines on stage as the amount of dust the crowd was shaking from the group provided ample effect! The IRF jury members had to make a decision and in Mokoomba they saw not only great talent but great potential too. Music Crossroads Executive Director Dag Franzén recalls “every year the bands get better and better and it becomes increasingly difficult to decide who will go on to tour. When it came to the crunch the jury went with Mokoomba, and what a great call that turned out to be! Over the past six months the band has trained hard and grown to become one of the finest that has ever come through the Music Crossroads program”. 

Mokoomba are now set to bring their electrifying mix of Afro-fusion energy and tantalizing traditional Tonga beats to stages across Europe. The Mokoomba European Tour kicks off on the 23rd of May in Spain after which the band will travel to Belgium, Holland, Slovenia, Croatia, Ireland and Sweden finishing off in Norway before flying to Zambia to appear as guest stars at the 2009 Music Crossroads InterRegional Festival in Zambia. 

What’s more is that Mokoomba have just released their debut album Kweseka, which will be launched together with their European Tour. Sights have been set high for the six track album, which was put together with Music Crossroads Tours and Promotions Manager Poney Gross in Harare at Thulani Studios and mixed in Brussels with sound engineer Marco Gudanski. In English Kweseka translates to Drifting Ahead and it seems certain that this musical ‘band of brothers’ are destined to do a just that. The album showcases their dynamically youthful style, perfect for igniting any dance floor together with more serene R&Bish tracks that draw out the beauty of Muzaza’s voice coupled with a stronger instrumental focus. Tracks that are already becoming local hits are Misozi and Mzumba, which recently had Harare audiences grooving at the HIFA Festival and at the Music Crossroads Zimbabwe National Festival. Mokoomba Fuses keyboard, percussion and drums, rhythm and bass guitar and an indigenous showcase of Tonga made instruments like Jemba (drums), whistle, bell and more, making this some highly danceable stuff! The group’s songs relate to social ills, the HIV pandemic, love and Zimbabwean life reflecting a nation determined never to give up hope. 

“Perseverance, team work and humility has taken us this far” says band leader Abundance, “We believe the potential for Tonga music is still to be explored and will one day reach the world at large”. 

Band Members: 

Mathias Muzaza –lead Vocal & Percussion 

Abundance Mutori - Bass Guitar / backing vocal 
Trustworth Samende - Lead Guitarist / backing vocal 

Donald Moyo – keyboards / backing vocal 

Costa Ndaba Moyo – Drums / backing vocal 

Miti Mugande – Percussions / backing vocal 

Websites: 

www.myspace.com/mokoomba 

www.music-crossroads.net 

www.jmi.net
Poney Gross 
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