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noJazz


On tour 2006/2007



NOJAZZ : a slightly provocative name for this unusual French outfit.

It all began two years ago with the meeting of five musicians ready for anything, proud of their multiple respective experiences but determined to explore new musical territories. 

Philippe Balatier, aka Balat, keyboardist and sample magician, fan of James Brown and of the Propellerheads, and composer of ad soundtracks. Guillaume Poncelet, an incredible young French jazz trumpeter. Pascal Reva, aka Bilbo, guitarist and drummer, a popular multi-instrumentalist with impeccable influences. Philippe Sellam, aka Slam, saxophonist who¹s played everything from free to big band, and has accompanied the likes of Gil Evans and Paco Sery. Mike Chekli, aka DJ Mike, the man on the decks, infused with soul and funk, a key figure on the Parisian hip hop scene.

If there is a concept behind, it is very simple: to mix the original celebratory spirit of jazz with hypnotic rhythms and contemporary sounds. Acoustic and Jungle, Trip Hop and Fanfares, melodies and samples, funk and jazz happily mingle with drum and bass.

For the last two years the band has been touring Europe, appearing at clubs and festivals. Each of their show is so explosive that that their name is spreading like wildfire. A fantastic display of energy and rhythm, an invitation to trance: brass solos, hip hop, musicians that move and communicate their enthusiasm to the crowd, and at the same time can bring back the magic of George Clinton or Frank Zappa as well as of course Miles Davis for the innovation. ­ the list is never ending with such eclectic neo-jazzmen!


The band have created around themselves and their music an imaginative, all-encompassing universe, with their logo, photos, website, videos etc. A new, enticing aesthetic whose drive is the sound, percussive, powerful, sophisticated by always devilishly infectious.


The first result of their adventures: the album, recorded at a number of prolific sessions in Los Angeles. A serious noJazz connection grew there under the guiding hand of Wayne Vaughn, a key figure in American black music ­ a member of the Brothers Johnson, a mainstay of the Earth, Wind & Fire family and one of Maurice White¹s closest partners (among other work, the two wrote the hit ³Let¹s Groove² together) - who quite simply fell in love with the band. Vaughn Vaughn¹s activism led to encounters (all based on trust and mutual respect) with other artists, including the great Stevie Wonder, violinist Karen Briggs and multi-instrumentalist, wizard of the decks and Snoop Doggy Dog¹s musical director Terrace Martin, On their side, the group brought other musicians to the venture: Louis Winsberg and his flamenco guitar, as well as Mino Cinelu, who has now added noJazz to his star-percussionist C.V., where it features alongside Sting, Peter Gabriel, Pat Metheny and Miles Davis. 

From the first track, the exhilarating ³Have Fun², Stevie Wonder¹s harmonica sets the tone as it surfs over a sonic jungle of rhythmic syncopation. We even hear the voice of the genius behind ³Innervisions² as he murmurs: ³Have fun, from the top, to the bottom, to the middle, all of it is good²Š noJazz¹s tempos hypnotise the listener: ³Flamingo² with its Hispanic highlights, ³Nobody Else² and its sensual velvet rhythm, ³Waka² and its Funkadelic-tribe allusions, and ³Charlie Gets Wicked², with its high-energy, revamped New-Orleans style, music Charles Mingus might well have dreamt up today...

Familiar with every kind of popular dance music appealing to the body worldwide, along with the airy ³Akosua², portraying a journey in the East, noJazz are also capable of taking a new look at sixties salsa-precursor dance music in ³Boogaloo², plunging into a pulsating ³Jump² with incantations dripping with voodoo-funk (ah, that unstoppable chorus: ³Bou-ya-ka bou-ya-ka²!) or elegantly exhuming and reviving ³Anna², a retro hit that brought fortune to Italian diva Sylvana Mangano in the fifties! 

And the thrills do not stop there ! noJazz have their own unique style which defies categorization and attracts curiosity. Electro ? Neo-Jazz ? Sci-fi pop ? Post-funk ? Whatever. epitomizes the future of jazz ­ and of music in general
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