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Deolinda – Bio – 2009

“Her name is Deolinda and she is old enough to realize that life isn’t as easy as it seems. Merrily unmarried, in love and out of love, born in Lisbon, she inhabits a ground floor apartment somewhere in the suburbs of the capital. She writes her own songs by peeking through the curtains of her window, drawing inspiration from the old gramophone records that once belonged to her grandmother and by the bizarre and strange life of her neighbors. She lives with 2 cats and a goldfish…”

Thus do we describe the central character in the project Deolinda, a Portuguese quartet of young musicians from diverse musical backgrounds (classical, jazz, and traditional music). They draw on the roots of Portuguese traditional and popular music in creating their original songs, animated on stage by vocalist Ana Bacalhau with support from guitarists Pedro da Silva Martins and Luis José Martins, and bassist Zé Pedro Leitão.


The Deolinda project has produced an irresistible debut album that evokes vignettes from Lisbon life. In the short time since its Portuguese release at the end of 2008, “Canção ao Lado” (The Song Next Door) has shot from nowhere into the Portuguese charts and went Platinum after 22 weeks with 20,000 sales.

An intriguing concept album, “Canção ao Lado” is delivered ‘live’ in wildly flamboyant concerts that draw audiences from the 30-something age group of the musicians, to grandparents and small children. All ages are attracted to their exuberant, sometimes comic performances, the sweet and catchy or softly melancholic guitar melodies, and music littered with emotive references to fado and other musical traditions.
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