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American Contemporanea Bio

Conceived by pianist Benjamim Taubkin, America Contemporanea brings to fruition his long-held dream of having South American artists of 8 different nationalities playing together on the same stage, each one bringing the music representative of his country.  Featured artists are singer Lucia Pulida (Colombia,) saxophonist and flautist Alvaro Montenegro (Bolivia,) violinist Aquiles Baez (Venezuela,) percussionist Luis Solar (Peru,) multi-instrumentalist and singer Carlos Aguirre (Argentina,) and bassist Christian Galvez (Chile.) The group also includes Pernambuco rabeca player Siba. 

 “The diversity and richness of music made in South America is impressive,” says Taubkin. “Colombia, for example, has fantastic music, not only traditional, but pop, modern, electronic and contemporary.  Peru also.  This richness is much larger than people realize, and this is the case at all levels.” America Contemporanea - Another Center is the result of five years of contact with the music of these countries.  Always interested in what was produced in the Southern Cone of South America, Benjamim Taubkin began to involve himself in that universe starting in 2001, when he became Curator of the Mercado da Bahia, which prioritized a musical dialogue with artists from the continent.  Since that time, Taubkin has heard more than 600 CDs and has been impressed with the quality of the material.  In 2003, he visited each of these countries to establish a dialogue with the musicians.

“The fact of the matter is that we only have impersonal information about these places. Brazil does not have correspondents in any of the countries of South America.  Everything we know comes from international agencies, which, generally only show the exotic side,” advises Taubkin. “These places do have a level of sophistication also.  They have live music, creativity.  Yes, with tradition, but with an eye to the future.” 
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