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Alamaailman Vasarat Bio

Alamaailman Vasarat ("The Hammers of the Underworld") is a Finnish group playing kebab-kosher-jazz-film-traffic-punk-music with a unique Scandinavian acoustic touch. Hammers themselves consider their music to have its roots in the traditional ethnic trends of their own (fictional) continent, Vasaraasia ("Hammer-Asia".) The Alamaailman Vasarat weaponry consists of saxes, clarinets, a trombone, tuba, 2 cellos with multi-effects, a pump organ, other keyboards, and drums & percussion.

Alamaailman Vasarat was founded in 1997 by drummer Teemu Hänninnen and bass player Jarno Sarkula. Jarno had just bought a soprano saxophone and that was a good reason to start a new band. After some months of experimenting, the line-up was ready. The debut album of Alamaailman Vasarat, Vasaraasia, was released in 2000 and it hit Europe’s world music chart Top-20, peaking at number 7. In 2003 the band released their second album, Käärmelautakunta, and in 2005 they recorded a collaboration album with the highly-praised Finnish singer-songwriter, Tuomari Nurmio. The album received rave reviews in the Finnish music press and also a highly-valued TEOSTO prize from the Finnish Composers’ Copyright Society. The newest Alamaailman Vasarat album Maahan was recorded in 2006, and released in March 2007.

In addition, Alamaailman Vasarat has composed and performed film music: most recently for the award-winning animated move Elikka by Tatu Pohjavirta, and for a forthcoming full-length move about Finnish painter Kalervo Palsa, by Pekka Lehto. They have performed in venues ranging from world music festivals to progressive rock gatherings, and from rock clubs to jazz dives. Noteable performances include Festival Músicas do Mundo (Portugal), Stranger Than Paranoia (Netherlands), TFF Rudolstadt (Germany), Urkult Folk Festival (Sweden), NEARfest (USA), Japan tour, and all major rock festivals in Finland.

MUSICIANS:

Jarno "Stakula" Sarkula plays sopranino, soprano, alto, tenor and bass saxes, clarinet, contra bass clarinet and many weird ethnic woodwinds.

In his spare time he does a lot of studio work ranging from composing and sound design to various video, film, game and dvd productions.

Erno Haukkala plays the trombone. He is the only professional musician in the group and he's graduated from Helsinki Pop/Jazz Conservatory. He plays in several other bands and side projects, such as Soul Captain Band or Calypso King & The Soul Investigators.

Miikka Huttunen plays pump organ and grand piano. He is a music producer/recording engineer and has his own studio in Kruununhaka, Helsinki.

Tuukka Helminen plays the cello. He joined the band when Marko had a major hand injury year 2002, replacing him for a period of recovery. After Marko got back, Tuukka was asked to join the band permanently simply because two cellos are better than one! Since then he has spiced up the band's sound with his own distinctive style, personality and talent.

After finishing his music studies at West Helsinki Institute of Music he has appeared on over 20 different CD's and compilations with 10 different groups. In addition to AV, he also composes and produces music with his friends.

Marko Manninen plays the cello. He has studied music at West Helsinki Institute of Music and played in many bands during the years. 

In addition to the commitment in blood to AV, he has recently appeared in the latest CD's from Charon and Verenpisara. 

When he is not squeaking his old piece of wood, he is working as a Psychological Researcher in KTL, the National Public Health Institute of Finland.

Teemu Hänninen plays regular and bandmembers' ear drums, wokpans and other percussive, preferably metallic objects. Teemu is mostly self-taught with a twenty-year history behind the drum kit. In the summertime he hits the watery roads with his luxurious twenty-six feet sailing yacht.
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